Antimicrobial properties of antiseptic-impregnated biological dressings.
Three antiseptics--chlorhexidine acetate, silver nitrate and povidone-iodine--were incorporated into biological dressings (human skin and amnio-chorion) and evaluated in vitro against disparate micro-organisms. Results indicated that antimicrobial levels of chlorhexidine and silver were released from the dressings over a clinically relevant time period, whereas povidone-iodine was ineffective. Chlorhexidine dressings demonstrated broad-spectrum activity, whereas silver dressings were most effective against Pseudomonas aeruginosa.